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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This is in response to Applicants' amendments to the claims and response 

mailed January 12, 2005, with file date January 18, 2005. Claims 1-57 were currently 

pending. Claims 30 and 31 have been cancelled by this amendment. Claims 1-29 and 

32-57 are treated in this final office action. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicants' argument filed January 18, 2005 has been fully considered but it is 

not persuasive. Claims 1-29 and 32-57 remain rejected. With regard to Claims 1 and 

32, Applicants' state: 

Specifically, Adam et al. fails to teach or suggest "obtaining a confirmation of the 
completion of a transaction between the buyer and the selected seller" as recited 
in the claim. 

Unfortunately this is not a correct characterization of Adam (US Pub. No. 

2002/0069156). Applicants' attention is guided to the following excerpt from Adam 

previously cited in the first office action: 

A further pop-up screen might pertain to order confirmation, through which a 
buyer might receive an e-mail confirmation that his trading account has been 
debited once the buyer fills an order, and that the funds have been transferred to 
an escrow account. A seller might receive e-mail confirmation that a certain 
quantity of goods have been purchased at a certain price and authorizing release 
of the product to the shipper. When the trucker delivers the order and it is 
received and accepted by the buyer, a seller might receive a further confirmation 
e-mail stating that the funds which the buyer has placed in escrow have now 
been released to the seller, thereby closing the entire transaction. 
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(see at least p. 9 para. 0068). This very clearly teaches "obtaining a confirmation of the 

completion of a transaction between the buyer and the selected seller." Applicants' 

offer no discussion in support of the opposite position so there is no basis for the 

Examiner to reverse the prior conclusion. Claims 1 and 32 stand rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Adam. 

With regard to Claims 2-29 and 33-57, Applicants' state that the claims "recite 

additional limitations that establish the patentability of the invention over Adam et al." 

Applicant's arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1.111 (b) because they amount to a 

general allegation that the claims define a patentable invention without specifically 

pointing out how the language of the claims patentably distinguishes them from the 

references. Claims 2-29 and 33-57 therefore also stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

102(e) as being anticipated by Adam. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Adam Patent Publication No. 2002/0069156. 
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Referring to claim 1. Adam discloses a method for facilitating transactions 

between one or more buyers and sellers, the method comprising: 

• Obtaining a buyer transaction request, the transaction request including one or 

more buyer criteria (paragraph 0078); 

• Identifying a set of sellers corresponding to the at least one buyer criteria; 

• Transmitting the set of sellers corresponding to the buyer criteria (paragraph 

0078 through paragraph 0082); 

• Obtaining a selection of at least one seller corresponding to the buyer criteria 

(paragraph 0078 through paragraph 0082); 

• Processing the negotiation of a transaction between the buyer and the selected 

seller corresponding to the buyer criteria (paragraph 0078 through paragraph 

0082); 

• Obtaining a confirmation of the completion of a transaction between the buyer 

and the selected seller (paragraph 0008 and paragraph 0068); and 

• Generating transaction records associated with the completed transaction 

(paragraph 0073). 

Referring to claim 2. Adam further discloses a method wherein obtaining the 

buyer transaction request includes obtaining a buyer transaction inquiry from a buyer 

computing device, wherein the buyer transaction inquiry includes a request to identify 

sellers operable to sell a buyer specified product and quantity (abstract). 

Referring to claim 3. Adam further discloses a method wherein identifying a set 

of sellers corresponding to the buyer criteria includes: 



Application/Control Number: 10/001,556 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3625 

• Obtaining product and quantity correlation data (Figure 4. Figure 5 and Figure 6): 

and 

• Translating the buyer specified product and quantity data into a format 

compatible with each identified seller corresponding to the buyer criteria (Figure 

4, Figure 5 and Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 4. Adam further discloses a method wherein identifying a set 

of seller corresponding to the buyer criteria includes applying selection criteria 

(paragraph 0078 through paragraph 0082). 

Referrino to claim 5. Adam further discloses a method wherein the selection 

criterion includes information selecting one or more general seller categories to 

include/exclude (paragraph 0078). 

Referrino to claim 6. Adam further discloses a method wherein the selection 

criterion includes information identifying specific sellers to include/exclude (paragraph 

0078). 

Referring to claim 7. Adam further discloses a method wherein the information 

identifying specific sellers to include/exclude is obtained from the buyer computing 

device (paragraph 0078). 

Refen^ing to claim 8. Adam further discloses a method wherein the information 

identifying specific sellers to include/exclude is obtained from a seller computing device 

(paragraph 0078). 

Referring to claim 9. Adam further discloses a method wherein the selection 

criterion includes information identifying one or more general seller categories to 
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include/exclude and one or more specific sellers corresponding to the general seller 

categories to Include/exclude (paragraph 0071). 

Referring to claim 10. Adam further discloses a method wherein obtaining the 

buyer transaction request includes obtaining a buyer transaction query from a buyer 

computing device, wherein the buyer transaction query includes an invitation for offers 

from a number of sellers (abstract). 

Referring to claim 11. Adam further discloses a method wherein identifying a set 

of sellers corresponding to the buyer criteria includes; 

• Identifying a set of sellers corresponding to the buyer criteria (Figure 4, Figure 5 

and Figure 6); 

• Transmitting the transaction query to the set of sellers (Figure 4, Figure 5 and 

Figure 6); and 

• Obtaining one or more seller offers corresponding to the transaction query 

(Figure 4, Figure 5 and Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 12. Adam further discloses a method wherein identifying a set 

of seller corresponding to the buyer criteria includes applying selection criteria 

(paragraph 0078 through paragraph 0082). 

Referring to claim 13. Adam further discloses a method wherein the selection 

criterion includes information selecting one or more general seller categories to 

include/exclude from the transaction query (paragraph 0071 and paragraph 0078). 
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Referring to claim 14. Adam further discloses a method wherein the selection 

criterion includes infomiatlon identifying specific sellers to include/exclude from the 

transaction query (paragraph 0071 and paragraph 0078). 

Referring to claim 15. Adam further discloses a method wherein the information 

identifying specific sellers to include/exclude is obtained from the buyer computing 

device (paragraph 0071 and paragraph 0078). 

Referring to claim 16. Adam further discloses a method wherein the information 

identifying specific sellers to include/exclude is obtained from a seller computing device 

(paragraph 0071 and paragraph 0078). 

Referring to claim 17. Adam further discloses a method wherein the selection 

criterion includes information identifying one or more general seller categories to 

include/exclude and one or more specific sellers corresponding to the general seller 

categories to include/exclude (paragraph 0071 and paragraph 0078). 

Referring to claim 18. Adam further discloses a method wherein obtaining a 

selection of at least one seller corresponding to the buyer criteria includes: 

• Generating a Web page interface (paragraph 0044); and 

• Obtaining a selection of the at least one seller via the Web page interface 

(paragraph 0044). 

Referring to claim 19. Adam further discloses a method wherein processing the 

negotiation of a transaction includes: 

• Obtaining communications from the buyer (abstract); and 

• Transmitting the communications to the selected seller (abstract). 
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Referring to claim 20. Adam further discloses a method wherein processing the 

negotiation of a transaction includes: 

• Obtaining communications from the selected seller (abstract); and 

• Transmitting the communications to the buyer (abstract). 

Referring to claim 21. Adam further discloses a method wherein processing the 

negotiation of a transaction includes obtaining a selection of a direction communication 

method between the buyer and the selected seller; and establishing the direct 

communication channel between the buyer and the selected seller (paragraph 0025). 

Referring to claim 22. Adam further discloses a method wherein the direct 

communication channel includes an Internet voice communication channel (paragraph 

0039). 

Referring to claim 23. Adam further discloses a method wherein the direct 

communication method includes a standard telephonic communication channel 

(paragraph 0039). 

Referring to claim 24. Adam further discloses a method comprising: 

• Obtaining a third party transaction request (abstract); 

• Identifying one or more third parties corresponding to third party transaction 

request (abstract); 

• Transmitting a set of third parties corresponding to the third party transaction 

request (abstract); 

• Obtaining a selection of at least one third party corresponding to the third party 

transaction request (abstract); 
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• Processing the negotiation of a transaction with the selected third party 

corresponding to the third party transaction request (abstract); 

• Obtaining a confirmation of the completion of a transaction with the selected third 

party corresponding to the third party transaction request (abstract); and 

• Generating transaction records associated with the completed transaction 

(abstract). 

Referring to claims 25 and 26. Adam further discloses a method wherein 

transaction details are forwarded to a third-party. 

The Examiner notes, the descriptive material related to the type of third-party is 

not functionally involved in the recited steps of the method. Thus, this descriptive 

material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior ad in terms of 

patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381 .1385, 217 USPQ 401,404 (Fed. Cir. 

1983). 

Referring to claim 27. Adam further discloses a method wherein the transaction 

request is obtained from the buyer (abstract). 

Referring to claim 28. Adam further discloses a method wherein the transaction 

request is obtained from the selected seller (abstract). 

Referring to claim 29. Adam further discloses a method wherein the transaction 

request is a products transaction request. 

The Examiner notes, the descriptive material related to the type of product is not 

functionally involved in the recited steps of the method. Thus, this descriptive material 
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will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms of patentability, see 

In re Gulack. 703 F.2d 1381 .1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983). 

Referring to claim 30. Adam further discloses a computer-readable medium 

having computer executable instruction for perfomiing the method recited in Claim 1 

(abstract). 

Referring to claim 31. Adam further discloses a computer system having a 

processor, a memory, and an operating environment, the computer system operable to 

perform the method recited in Claim 1 (abstract). 

Referring to claims 32-57. Claims 32-57 are rejected under the same rationale 

as set forth above in claims 1-29. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 

TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 

the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 

than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Adam Levine whose telephone number is 571.272.8122. 

The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00 Eastern. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Wynn W. Coggins can be reached on 571.272.7159. The fax phone 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 

872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Adam Levine 
Patent Examiner 
July 7, 2005 


